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The 4th of July: Faith and Freedom
As we approach the 4th of July, I invite you to reflect on our Independence Day holiday through the lens
of Pepperdine – and our commitment to faith and freedom.  

For Christians, our deepest identity lies not in country, but in Christ. We may pledge allegiance to the
United States of America, but our true allegiance is to the One who created us. We are legally citizens of
the United States, “[b]ut our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:13-14). We are sons and daughters
of God, not sons and daughters of Uncle Sam.  

As Americans, we will pause on Thursday to remember with gratitude our forebears who declared the
nation's independence from a despotic King and shed their blood in a fight for freedom. As Christians,
we pause each day to remember our dependence on the King of Kings (Revelation 19:16) who shed His
blood for our freedom in Him. Although America is not our eternal home, we remain ever grateful to
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those who came before and left us a country that safeguards everyone's freedom to practice his or her
individual faith. 

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh;
rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Galatians 5:13 
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