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After your dissertation is published on ProQuest, you will continue to own the copyright and will
be able to publish the content as desired. ProQuest does not acquire the copyright when your
dissertation is published.

It is not necessary to purchase ProQuest’s Open Access Archive because your dissertation will
be openly available via Pepperdine Library’s Digital Commons free of charge
(https://digitalcommons.pepperdine.edu). Pepperdine Digital Commons includes a map that
displays the location and number of times your dissertation is downloaded.

GSEP strongly recommends that you opt for "ProQuest Traditional Publishing" and "Inclusion in
Institutional Repository." GSEP policy requires approval for placing an embargo on, or the
delayed release of publishing, your dissertation. Immediate access to your dissertation
increases the exposure and access to your work. An embargo on publication should only be
requested in rare instances, which include:

● an ethical obligation to prevent disclosure of classified/sensitive information
● the work contains patents or situations where exposure may be damaging to the

interests or rights of the author

Most of the time, your dissertation will be reformatted, shortened, or altered before being
published in a peer-reviewed journal or academic press, making it significantly different from its
current version. Because of the variation, journals tend not to be concerned about your content
having been published as graduate work. In addition to peer-reviewed publications, the editorial
process that turns your graduate work into another type of publication, such as a book, is likely
to change it substantially.
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