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Pepperdine University  
Position Profile 

Vice Chancellor, Hauteville Campus 
 

POSITION  
Vice Chancellor, Hauteville Campus 
Pepperdine University – Blonay-St.Legier, Switzerland 
 
ABOUT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY  
Pepperdine University is a Christian university committed to the highest standards of 
academic excellence and Christian values, where students are strengthened for lives of 
purpose, service, and leadership. Ranked in the top-50 of national universities by U.S. 
News & World Report, Pepperdine enrolls approximately 8,000 full-time and part-time 
students in its five colleges and schools with roughly 380 full-time faculty and over 1,110 
full-time staff.  
 
Pepperdine’s headquarters campus is in the coastal community of Malibu, California. 
Pepperdine’s 830-acre campus has been ranked the most beautiful campus in the 
nation by The Princeton Review. Pepperdine has five graduate campuses across 
Southern California, five international campuses, and additional study and internship 
programs on six continents.  
 
Pepperdine University has top-ranked programs for graduate and undergraduate 
studies, with 73 degree programs and a 12.5:1 student teacher ratio across five 
schools. Pepperdine's NCAA athletic program comprises eight men's and nine women's 
Division I teams, 13 team national championships and 12 individual national 
championships. Its graduates include 48 Olympians and numerous gold medalists.  
 
Pepperdine University is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges and classified as a Doctoral/Research University under the Carnegie 
classification system. 
 
UNIVERSITY MISSION AND VISION 

 
University Mission:  

 
“Pepperdine is a Christian university committed to the highest standards of academic 
excellence and Christian values, where students are strengthened for lives of purpose, 
service, and leadership.”  
 
Pepperdine University is religiously affiliated with the Churches of Christ, of which the 
University’s founder, George Pepperdine, was a life-long member. Among the most 
preeminent Christian universities in the United States, Pepperdine has a unique role in 
higher education. The University is deeply committed to both scholarship and spiritual 
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development in the lives of every student and values leadership formed by its faith 
heritage. Faculty, administrators, and members of the Board of Regents represent many 
religious backgrounds, and students of all races and faiths are welcomed. It is the 
purpose of Pepperdine University to pursue the very highest standards within a context 
that celebrates and extends the spiritual and ethical ideals of the Christian faith.  
 

University Vision:  
 
“Pepperdine University will be a preeminent, global, Christian university, known for the 
integration of faith and learning, whose graduates lead purposeful lives as servant-
minded leaders throughout the world.”  
 
George Pepperdine envisioned an institution that would transform students' lives so that 
they would, in turn, impact culture. He imagined a vast body of alumni—men and 
women conscious of their good fortune, recipients of the generous gift of a Christian 
education—who would feel the moral imperative to serve others sacrificially. Hence, the 
school's motto: "Freely ye received, freely give" (Matthew 10:8).  
 
PEPPERDINE HISTORY 
With an initial investment of five dollars, George Pepperdine founded Western Auto 
Supply Company, a specialty retail chain of stores that supplied automobile parts and 
accessories. A self-made man with a successful business, Mr. Pepperdine decided to 
invest his fortune in a kind of higher education that is equally committed to developing 
character and advancing intellect. In 1937, he realized his dream by establishing a 
private college governed by the highest standards of academic excellence and Christian 
values. As a result of his foresight and generosity, George Pepperdine College opened 
its doors at 79th and Vermont Avenue in Los Angeles. 
  
Through the years, the college grew in size and stature, and in 1971, George 
Pepperdine College gained university status after adding graduate and professional 
schools to its offerings. In 1972, Pepperdine University completed its historic move to 
Malibu and welcomed its largest undergraduate freshman class to date. Building a 
vibrant campus community and providing an educational experience that promotes 
intellectual, social, personal, and spiritual growth, Pepperdine reaffirmed its commitment 
to strengthening lives for purpose, service, and leadership. 
  
Now, more than eight decades later, Pepperdine has become a major university with 
five colleges and schools—Seaver College, the Caruso School of Law, the Graziadio 
Business School, the Graduate School of Education and Psychology, and the School of 
Public Policy. Today, with approximately 132,000 alumni in all 50 states across the 
nation and more than 120 countries around the world, Pepperdine continues to expand 
its reach and the strength of its global impact. 
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THE HAUTEVILLE CAMPUS 
 
The allure of Pepperdine is an indefinable element. It can’t be captured in a single word; yet, we 
see and recognize its presence immediately. It is a glimpse of creativity; it is a spark of 
innovation; it is a promise of hope and opportunity. It is community, faith, and service--it is that 
which makes one feel a part of something truly greater than oneself. 
  
Long ago, we realized our campuses must contribute to Pepperdine’s allure; they must have the 
weight and presence to honor our heritage and the capacity to inspire our students to lives of 
humble accomplishment. Our campuses must invite others in to experience this 
transformational journey. Not unlike our campus in the mountains overlooking the sea in Malibu, 
the Hauteville campus is abundant in its rich history and capable of boundless inspiration.  
  
Historical Foundations of the Hauteville campus 
  
The origins of the Hauteville campus date back many centuries. In 1760, Pierre-Phillippe 
Cannac, ancestor of the Grand-Hauteville family, acquired the Hauteville estate and 
immediately hired a famous French architect (François Franque, one of the king’s architects) to 
construct the existing château. In the subsequent decades, Cannac and his descendants 
developed the estate grounds with houses, barns, greenhouses, a pavilion, vineyards, orchards, 
and groves. Now sitting on 67 acres, there is no other historic castle with an accompanying 
estate in such a remarkable location in all of Switzerland. 

The Hauteville estate was at its height in the 18th and 19th centuries, during which the Grand 
d’Hauteville family had strong ties to various prominent Enlightenment figures in Europe and the 
United States, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson. The 
history of the house, and the family who occupied it, provides students and educators with 
countless examples--across a wide range of disciplines--of the artistic, philosophical, religious, 
and political forces that shaped most of the modern world. 

Noble estates served as spaces to share the latest fashions in art, literature, philosophical, 
political, and religious thought, and the Château d’Hauteville participated in this tradition. In 
1777 Jacque-Philippe, the eldest son of Pierre-Philippe Cannac, commissioned the construction 
and painting of a series of theater sets, and later established a shop for producing elaborate 
costumes, purchased props, wrote original plays, and performed musical numbers. These 
Hauteville sets from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries are now housed in the Swiss National 
Museum. 

A branch of the Hauteville family has a particularly distinguished military career which 
overlapped with US history. Frédéric Sears I Grand d'Hauteville served in the Union Army 
during the Civil War, and several of his well-preserved uniforms were found in the Chateau. He 
married the daughter of the US Secretary of State, and after her passing married Susan 
Macomb, the granddaughter of Alexander Macomb (US Commanding General in the War of 
1812 and recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor). Memorabilia from this expansive 
history (now located in the “Hauteville Archives” in Lausanne) include documents signed by six 
US presidents (including George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson) and 
artifacts from the War of 1812 and the Civil War (medals, flags, uniforms, and more). 
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Renovation/Restoration 

To convert Hauteville’s centuries-old structures into a first-class university campus, the Chateau 
had to undergo another transformation, this time into the 21st century. The Chateau has been 
designated as a “Category 1” historic site. Category 1 is reserved for the most important Swiss 
historic sites. Accordingly, Pepperdine has and will continue to work closely with Swiss 
regulatory authorities, where our reputation for integrity and competence has paved the way for 
an unprecedented campus development. 

The renovation project consists of complete replacement of all mechanical, electrical, plumbing, 
and fire and life safety systems; new utilities with increased service supply; construction of 
student residence rooms, a commercial kitchen, and dining hall; replacement of the roof and 
windows; new information technology infrastructure; and restored exterior facades, among other 
things. When completed, the property will offer state-of-the art, modern amenities, while 
preserving the grand historical features and context of its origin. In addition to the Chateau itself, 
the property contains another significant structure known as the Orangerie. The Orangerie was 
a dedicated building where orange and other fruit trees were protected during the winter. The 
renovation transforms this building into 30 individual student rooms, a residence apartment, and 
a commercial kitchen and dining hall, all of which are a part of the approval for this project. 
Hauteville also offers an impressive residential Gatehouse, a garden house with attached 
storage and equipment spaces, a barn, a greenhouse, and other amenities.  

The renovation work will occur in two phases, with the first phase concentrating on the full 
renovation of the Chateau and Orangerie, as well as significant upgrades to the Gatehouse that 
will provide an additional eight bedrooms in a separate and unique setting. The Chateau and 
Orangerie will supply all facility needs for undergraduate and graduate programming 
accommodating 110 students. The combination of the Gatehouse and the existing garden 
house could conservatively accommodate 15 additional students or event/conference 
attendees. The preliminary site work began in Summer 2020 and the construction project 
commenced in earnest in December 2020. It is anticipated that the first phase will be complete 
and available for a full campus opening by Fall 2023. The second phase will involve the 
renovation of several other estate structures and will be undertaken once sufficient money is 
raised and student or other programming demands merit its pursuit.  

Vision for Hauteville 

This renovation and restoration work lays the foundation for Hauteville to become a world-class 
international campus designed to expand opportunities for Seaver College undergraduate 
students; provide a previously unavailable European venue for graduate programs, 
conferences, partnerships, and events; and amplify Pepperdine’s global presence and 
reputation. Possibilities include: improved undergraduate facilities; collaborative degree 
programs; intensive and advanced training programs for professionals; venue for summits or 
other high-level meetings, conferences, and events; corporate partnerships; academic 
partnerships; legal and business training programs; industry and contemporary issues 
conferences, and more. All of this will significantly increase Pepperdine’s global and 
reputational stature.  
  
Pepperdine’s International Programs Commitment 
  
This commitment is in fulfillment of Pepperdine University’s mission to provide transformative 
educational experiences by strengthening students for lives of purpose, service, and leadership. 
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Pepperdine’s international programs offer a distinctive opportunity to pursue preeminent, higher 
education across the globe. We are a national leader in study abroad programming, and are 
poised to create an unparalleled global experience at Hauteville. Resonant with the charm of 
Pepperdine’s Malibu campus, Hauteville offers awe-inspiring natural surroundings combined 
with harmonious structural aesthetics and architectural significance, and the history on which to 
build a legacy and inspire curiosity in the hearts of students and many others.  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE/QUALIFICATIONS  
 
An applicant must demonstrate a record of service and success that matches the 
Position Description and the candidate’s stated vision.  
 
EDUCATION  
A strong academic background is required for consideration. The candidate must have 
a Bachelor’s degree (with an advanced degree preferred).  
 
COMPENSATION  
A comprehensive compensation and benefits package will be offered to the successful 
candidate, commensurate with experience and qualifications.  
 
PROCESS FOR CANDIDACY  
The University invites applications for the position of Vice Chancellor, Hauteville 
Campus. Confidential review of applications and expressions of interest will begin 
immediately and continue until a selection of a successful candidate is complete. 
 
Candidates should describe why they believe they will be successful in this role at 
Pepperdine.  

For more information and to apply, please visit jobs.pepperdine.edu. 
 
 
 

*Members of the Pepperdine community are responsible to maintain the standards of 
the institution as articulated in the Code of Ethics. We commit ourselves to the highest 
standards of ethical conduct. We act with integrity; we treat others with respect and 
dignity; we carefully steward the University's resources; we avoid conflicts of interest or 
commitment; we maintain confidentiality; and we comply with legal and professional 
obligations. 
 
Pepperdine is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of any status or condition protected by applicable federal, 
state, or local law. Pepperdine is committed to providing a work environment free from 
all forms of harassment and discrimination.  
 
Pepperdine is religiously affiliated with the Churches of Christ. It is the purpose of 
Pepperdine to pursue the very highest employment and academic standards within a 



9 

context which celebrates and extends the spiritual and ethical ideals of the Christian 
faith. While students, faculty, staff, and members of the Board of Regents represent 
many religious backgrounds, Pepperdine reserves the right to seek, hire, and promote 
persons who support the goals and mission of the institution, including the right to prefer 
co-religionists.  
 
It is the intent of the University to create and promote a diverse work force consistent 
with its stated goals and mission. Employment offers are contingent upon successful 
completion of a criminal, education, and employment background investigation, after the 
job offer is made. 
 
 


