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Law Journals 

1. Students that finish the 1L year in the top ten percent of the class may "grade on" to a journal 

of their choice, completing only the subcheck portion of the application.

2. Students that finish the 1L year between the top ten percent and the top fifty percent of the 

class may attempt to "write on" to Pepperdine Caruso Law Review (LR).

3. All students, regardless of class rank, may attempt to "write on" to:

a. Pepperdine Caruso Dispute Resolution Law Journal (DRU);

b. Journal of the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary (NAAU}; or

c. Journal of Business, Entrepreneurship & the Law (JBEL}.

4. The Write-On Competition occurs during the early part of the summer break.

5. Journals make their final staff selections in the middle of the summer break.

6. Students receive 2 units in each semester of their 2L year and 1 unit in each semester of their 

3L year. 

Pepperdine Caruso Law Review 

Pepperdine Caruso Law Review is a scholarly legal journal edited and published by students at 

Pepperdine Caruso University School of Law. Members of Law Review are selected on the basis of 

academic excellence and outstanding scholarship, and membership on Law Review is recognized as 

both an honor and a unique educational experience. Law Review members edit a variety of articles 

written by professors, lawyers, judges, legislators, and other scholars. Members also draft their own 

Comments or Notes on legal developments and significant cases for potential publication. 

Pepperdine Caruso Dispute Resolution Law Journal 

Since 2000, the Pepperdine Caruso Dispute Resolution Law Journal (DRU) has been committed to 

publishing articles that explore Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) under various contexts. With 

support from the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution, DRU seeks to facilitate intellectual discourse 

on the evolving field of ADR through scholarship and symposia. DRU membership is most actively 

sought by students earning a Certificate or Masters in Dispute Resolution concurrently with their J.D. 

Degree. 

Journal of the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary 

In collaboration with the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary, the law school 

publishes the Journal of the National Association of Administrative Law Judiciary (NAAU}. This 

journal is recognized as one of the most scholarly publications in the country and is exclusively 

focused on developments affecting the administrative judiciary. A student staff and editorial board 

work with a faculty advisor in publishing the journal. 

Journal of Business, Entrepreneurship & the Law 

The Pepperdine Caruso Journal of Business, Entrepreneurship, and the Law (JBEL} provides an outlet 

for aspiring lawyers, professionals, and judges to explore the future of law as it evolves to meet the 

demands of the modern business landscape. Members are afforded a unique opportunity to take 

advantage of JBEL's affiliation with the Geoffrey H. Palmer Center for Entrepreneurship and the Law 

to advance their business acumen. Other opportunities throughout the year include networking, 

mentorship, and direct advisement from our distinguished Board of Advisors, comprised of 

Pepperdine Caruso Alumni. 
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Externship Guidelines. The Clinical Program Manager will register students for the course once the 

checklist is completed. Students can register for 1 to 10 units per term and are expected to work 

with their field supervisors and the Clinical Education Program to determine the appropriate 

number of units. 

Workshop Requirements 

All externs are required to participate in a contemporaneous, ongoing, guided reflection. 

First-time externs are required to enroll in a one hour, bi-weekly workshop. Students who cannot 

attend a workshop, must meet with a faculty advisor approved by the Director of Externships. 

Returning externs will be registered for a workshop with no meeting time and will be required to 

schedule two 15-minute meetings with the Director of Externships at mid- and end of the 

semester to discuss and reflect on their externship experience. 

For More Information 

Contact Kellie Kamimoto, Clinical Program Manager, clinicallaw@pepperdine.edu 
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                                   Washington D.C. Externship Semester (Spring Semester) 

Live, Work, and Study in Washington! 

Broaden your Law School experience and bolster your resume 

Get a competitive edge for post-graduate employment 

Improve your research and writing skills 

Meet people who can advise you and help you start your legal career 

Washington Semester Overview 

In the Washington, DC, externship semester, students complete full-time legal externships in the 

three branches of government, non-profits, NGOs, and lobbying firms, while completing coursework 

at night. Courses include a workshop, where students discuss issues that arise in the context of their 

externships, and two courses designed to complement students' DC externships - Lawyering in the 

Nation's Capital and Advanced Legal Writing. In Lawyering in the Nation's Capital students study the 

role of the attorney in the three branches of government, lobbying firms, non-profits, and 

Washington-area firms, learning how these attorneys shape law and policy nationwide. In Advanced 

Legal Writing, students complete a broad range of drafting assignments, learning to produce 

grammatically correct, logically cohesive, and analytically sound legal analysis. This course satisfies 

the upper division writing requirement. Washington students may earn up to 14 units for their 

externship and course work, and students on journals will continue their work and receive credit for 

that work. 

Students also enjoy tours of Washington institutions, such as the Supreme Court, the Library of 

Congress, and the Capitol. Networking events are designed to tie students into the alumni community 

and equip students with resources to help secure postgraduate employment. 

Externships 

Externship possibilities in Washington are extremely varied and include placements in government 

agencies, courts, Congress, NGOs, and policy think tanks. Washington Semester students have 

completed externships at various offices within the Department of Justice, including the U.S. 

Attorney's Office, the Organized Crime and Gang Section, the Office of Immigration Litigation, and the 

Office of Tribal Justice; at the Securities and Exchange Commission; in various Washington courts, 

including the Federal Circuit, the District Court, and the D.C. Superior Court; in lobbying firms, 

including Heather Podesta + Partners and the Raben Group; on the Hill; and within non-profits, 

including the Institute for Justice, the Heritage Foundation, Capital Impact Partners, and the 

Washington Legal Foundation. Washington externships are available within practically all legal fields 

that might interest students. 
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engage, and all arenas of practice. Lawyers involved in all forms of litigation usually end up resolving 

disputes at the negotiating table, often with the assistance of a professional mediator who facilitates 

settlement discussions. A thorough grounding in negotiation dynamics, psychological factors, and the 

impact of culture can enhance lawyer performance in negotiations. Commercial, employment and 

consumer attorneys may also represent clients in binding arbitration, a private alternative to going to 

court that is of particular importance in international commerce. Many companies employ a variety 

of mechanisms to manage conflict in the workplace, or other ongoing relationships, early and 

effectively. In addition to using dispute resolution tools and techniques in their traditional roles as 

legal counselors and advocates, experienced attorneys are also employing these skills and insights as 

mediators, arbitrators, neutral evaluators, dispute resolution systems designers, ombuds, settlement 

counsel, conflict coaches, and collaborative attorneys. 

Elder Law 

Elder law focuses on legal issues commonly faced by senior citizens. Lawyers who practice elder law 

often specialize in estate planning, trust creation and litigation, probate work, conservatorships, 

Medi-Cal and Medicaid planning, Social Security benefits issues, elder abuse, evictions, and power of 

attorney issues. 

Entertainment or Sports Law 

Entertainment law encompasses a wide range of litigation and transactional practice areas in 

situations where the client - usually an actor, musician, or athlete; a production company or studio; 

or a music, film, or television company - is involved in the entertainment industry. Common issues 

addressed by entertainment lawyers include intellectual property {especially licensing, trademark, 

and copyright issues), employment, contract, tort, labor and employment, bankruptcy, immigration, 

securities, agency, right of privacy, defamation, clearance of rights, product placement, advertising, 

criminal, tax, international, and insurance matters. Much of the legal work in the entertainment 

industry is transactional (i.e., contract drafting and negotiation); however, some situations -

particularly those involving employer-employee, profit participation, and alleged defamation - may 

lead to litigation. 

Environmental Law 

Environmental law consists of statutes, treaties, common law, and other regulations that are intended 

to protect the environment from potential impacts or endangerment by human or business activities. 

Some environmental laws regulate the quantity and nature of human and business impacts, such as 

setting allowable levels of pollution. Attorneys practicing environmental law may work in a variety of 

settings, including as government attorneys involved in the enforcement of environmental laws and 

regulations for the Federal Environmental Protection Agency or for various state agencies. 

Alternatively, they may work for private law firms representing clients who have suffered injuries as a 

result of, for example, groundwater or airborne contaminants, or representing landowners whose 
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Tax 

Tax law governs the taxation of income (corporate and personal) and the taxation of income and gains 

earned in connection with real, personal, or business property acquired through personal or 

professional efforts. In addition to income tax, other areas of taxation include employment, excise, 

sales, gift, inheritance, capital gains, and property taxes, among others. United States tax law is 

governed by federal, state, and local taxing agencies. Typical issues addressed by a tax attorney 

include taxation of income, taxation of capital gains, taxation of retirement pensions and social 

security contributions, inheritance taxes, taxation of gifts, estate taxation, consumption taxes (sales 

tax), and taxation of corporations. Tax attorneys have mastered the complexity of the tax system and 

help clients understand and comply with it. They typically fall into four categories: tax planners, who 

advise on and structure business transactions; controversy attorneys, who represent clients in 

litigation with taxing agencies, such as the IRS; compliance experts, who file tax returns and ensure 

conformity with tax laws; and hybrid tax attorneys, who perform some combination of these services 

and may also perform legislative and policy work as well. 

Trusts and Estates 

Trusts and estates are legal vehicles used to manage the personal affairs and the transfer of property 

of an individual in the event of that person's incapacity or death. They are also used to fulfill an 

individual's philanthropic purposes. Estate and gift tax planning attorneys counsel clients on wealth 

transfer strategies. They have expertise in estate litigation, business succession planning, wealth 

transfer planning, will and trust planning, charitable planning, prenuptial agreements, wealth transfer 

tax controversies, estate controversy litigation, estate administration, and fiduciary issues. They also 

deal with the probate process, living trusts, general tax issues, and power of attorney issues. 

The above practice areas include many of those in which Pepperdine Caruso School of Law alumni 

currently practice. There are other areas of practice not covered here or in the General Practice Area 

Guide on TWEN. Please see a Career Development Office counselor for more information on other 

legal practice areas and nontraditional career paths such as business, academics, entrepreneurship, 

and non-attorney government work. 
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