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Professor Butler 

 
The “citation fun” portion of our Legal Research & Writing course is 

underway.  You must learn proper citation because your summer and 
permanent employers will expect you to know how to do it.  You do not 
have to like it, but you do have to do it.  As an incentive, remember that 

accurate citation form in a document creates a (rebuttable) presumption 
that care has been taken in drafting the document.  And, of course, the 
opposite is also true. 

 
Many Bluebook users find that tabbing the Bluebook helps them to move 

more quickly through the process constructing a citation in any given 
situation.  Students who have gone before you recommend that you tab 
the following sections of your Bluebook:  

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS – p. ix 

BLUEPAGES (for a practitioner’s everyday citation needs) – p.3 
ABBREV. for COURT DOCUMENTS – p.28 
SIGNALS – p. 54 

PARENTHETICAL INFORMATION – p.59 
SHORT CITATION FORMS – p.72 
QUOTATIONS – p.76 

ABBREVIATIONS – p.80 
CASES – p.87 

PRIOR & SUBSEQUENT HISTORY – p. 101 
STATUTES – p.111 
LEGISLATIVE MATERIALS – p. 126 

BOOKS & OTHER NONPERIODIC MATERIAL – p. 138 
PERIODICALS – p.147 
THE INTERNET, ELECTRONIC, & NONPRINT RESOURCES – p. 164 

FEDERAL CITATION – p. 215 
CALIFORNIA CITATION – p. 231 

ABBREV. within CASE NAMES – p. 430 
ABBREV. for COURT NAMES – p. 432 
EXPLANATORY PHRASES – p. 434 

ABBREV. for GEOGRAPHIC TERMS – p. 436 
ABBREV. of PERIODICALS – p. 444 

INDEX – p. 475 
 
 

GOOD LUCK! 
 
  


